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Despite the massive 
uncertainty around US trade 
policies, businesses keep 
finding solutions to complex 
issues.



2

Don't miss a beat. Stay updated with our blogs and press releases.
Recent posts on: www.xeneta.com/blog  & https://www.xeneta.com/press 

Xeneta Weekly Ocean Container 
Shipping Market Update – 
2.5.2025

Read now

May
2SHIPS for America Act – another 

unexpected headache for 
shippers already feeling tariff 
and port fee pain

Read now

May 
6

Tackling Tariffs and Trade Shifts: 
How to Find the Best Route 
Forward 

Read now

May
6

Xeneta unveils index-linked 
contract simulator, back by 
industry’s most 
comprehensive and neutral 
ocean container freight data 

Read now

Apr  
29

Potential return of container 
ships to Red Sea following US-
Houthi ceasefire announcement 
could cause global collapse in 
freight rates, according to 
Xeneta data 

Read now

May
8

US-China tariff reduction: 
insight on ocean container 
shipping impact, by Xeneta 
Chief Analyst

Read now

May
12

http://www.xeneta.com/blog
https://www.xeneta.com/press
https://www.xeneta.com/news/ship-collision-off-uk-coast-xeneta-analyst-response
https://www.xeneta.com/news/xeneta-weekly-ocean-container-shipping-market-update-2.5.25
https://www.xeneta.com/blog/the-biggest-global-supply-chain-risks-of-2025
https://www.xeneta.com/blog/ships-for-america-act-another-unexpected-headache-for-shippers-already-feeling-tariff-and-port-fee-pain
https://www.xeneta.com/blog/tackling-tariffs-and-trade-shifts-how-to-find-the-best-route-forward
https://www.xeneta.com/blog/qa-with-patrik-berglund-xeneta-ceo-the-past-present-and-future-of-ocean-container-shipping
https://www.xeneta.com/news/xeneta-unveils-index-linked-contract-simulator-backed-by-the-industrys-most-comprehensive-and-neutral-ocean-container-freight-data
https://www.xeneta.com/news/potential-return-of-container-ships-to-red-sea-following-us-houthi-ceasefire-announcement-could-cause-global-collapse-in-freight-rates-according-to-xeneta-data
https://www.xeneta.com/blog/tackling-tariffs-and-trade-shifts-how-to-find-the-best-route-forward
https://www.xeneta.com/news/us-china-tariff-reduction-insight-on-ocean-container-shipping-impact-by-xeneta-chief-analyst
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Monthly
Specials!
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USTR 301 – US port fees to hit alliances and carriers differently

Source: Xeneta
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Assumptions:
• Avg. ship capacity: 9800 TEU
• Avg. NT: 54000

• Revision of USTR port fees from 17 
Oct 2025

• Excludes fee based on percentage 
of active fleet and orderbook

• Fees for Chinese operators & 
owners based on net tonnage 
(NT) 

• Non-Chinese operators using 
Chinese built ships either NT or per 
container, whichever higher

• Charged up to 5 times per year 
per ship 

• Separate scheme: SHIPS of 
America Act for fees based on 
active fleet and orderbook, on top 
of USTR fees

• More in detail here.

https://www.xeneta.com/blog/ships-for-america-act-another-unexpected-headache-for-shippers-already-feeling-tariff-and-port-fee-pain
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Source: Xeneta

Intra-Asia spot rates from and to Shanghai 
Spot Rates: Fronthauls out of Shanghai, Backhauls to Shanghai 
In USD per FEU – THC none
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Note: The data in the chart above, consists of 11 Fronthaul trade 
lanes, and 7 backhauls trade lanes
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Source: Xeneta
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Fronthaul vs. 
Backhaul
Current Freight Rate Trends
- short and long term
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Development of global spot and long-term rates
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Development of fronthaul spot rates
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Development of fronthaul long-term rates
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Xeneta Shipping Index by Compass (XSI-C)

Supply Chain
Heat Maps
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XSI®-C: US East Coast to North Europe rising for past 3 weeks 
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Main Ports in Asia and Europe

Bunker Fuel 
Prices
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Source: Xeneta, MABUX
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Current Demand Trends

What's being
shipped?
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Source: Xeneta, Container Trades Statistics
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March 2025: Highest March on record
Takeaways
• March 2025 volume increased 6.5% compared to March 2024 
• Second highest volume per month, only December 2024 higher
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Where’s the 
congestion?
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Source: Xeneta, Clarksons
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Source: Xeneta, Clarksons

Global Congestion dropping due to easing in Chinese ports
Global congestion in container shipping 
Million TEU (LH-axis), % share (RH-axis)

7

8

9

10

11

10
-M

ay
-2

5

20

No
v-

21

M
ay

-2
0

22

24

26

28

No
v-

20

34

36

38

M
ay

-2
1

M
ay

-2
2

30

No
v-

22

M
ay

-2
3

No
v-

23

M
ay

-2
4

N
ov

-2
4

32

-9%

Containerships in Port, m. TEU
Share of Fleet



21

In the East and in the West

Where's the
economy 
heading?
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Forecast 
Period

Source: Xeneta, OECD, NBS and Eurostat
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• Broader update on macro-
economics provided in XODD 
report

• Compared to projections in Jan ’25: 
‘World’ decreases 0.5 percentage 
points. United States decreases 0.9.

• Tariffs cause major negative shock 
to growth, outlook, and consumer 
confidence

• High policy uncertainty is expected 
to significantly impact economic 
activity 

 

Growth projection for Global Economy decreasing 
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Source: Xeneta, CTS

Most Chinese exports shipped to Europe in March 2025
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25

OCTOBER 9-11 2025, 
Barcelona 
Shippers
Freight Forwarders

Shipping Lines
Airlines
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Freight Debate - Podcast
First Episode live on YouTube: Is the shipping industry ready for 2025?

Watch now

Key Insights:

• Phil, Kim, and Emily dive into why the 2025 
freight procurement season is unlike any other. 
They discuss how European and American 
tender strategies are diverging, with rates 
falling by up to 50% post-tender in some 
regions. 

• Listeners will learn why strategic timing is 
critical for 2025 tender negotiation tactics and 
how new trends like shipper consortiums, 4PL 
partnerships, and indexed freight contracts are 
reshaping the game. 

• The episode also addresses external 
disruptions like the ongoing Red Sea crisis, 
newly imposed tariffs, port congestion, and 
shifts in carrier alliances. Emily and Kim explain 
how smart shippers are baking flexibility into 
their contracts and adjusting sourcing 
strategies to avoid getting trapped by sudden 
rate changes or political shocks.

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=f1cBDvQP8kY


27

Watch now

Webinar: On Demand

Key Insights:

• Why “falling rates” don’t equal reduced risk

• How new US tariffs are reshaping freight 
strategies

• How to balance cost savings, risk mitigation 
and improved supply chain visibility

• How leading BCOs use data to adapt, improve 
forecasting and avoid costly missteps

https://www.xeneta.com/events/webinar/future-of-freight


Thank you!
DISCLAIMER

The content in this report is provided for general information purposes only and 
participants should not construe any information or discussion or contained 
therein as personalized advice. Participants are encouraged to do their own 
research.

Although Xeneta has made reasonable efforts to update the information in this 
report on the date it is released, Xeneta makes no representations, warranties 
or guarantees, whether expressed or implied, that the content of this report is 
accurate, complete or up to date. Xeneta expressly disclaims any liability for 
any decision made or action taken in reliance on the information contained in 
this report.

Reproduction, distribution, republication, and/or retransmission of this 
presentation and any related material without Xeneta’s prior written
approval is strictly prohibited.

www.xeneta.com
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